
I am horrified by Sinclair Broadcasting's abuse and 
distortion of their position as a public broadcaster in 
deciding to force their stations to air an anti-Kerry 
documentary days before the election.  It is yet one 
more clear example of the dangers of media 
consolidation, in an era when Fox News and talk 
radio consistently distort the information available 
to the public.

Sinclair uses the public airwaves free of charge, 
and is obligated by law to serve the public interest.  
But when large companies control the airwaves, we 
are not only subjected to less choice, and often far 
poorer programming, but we find the whole concept 
of free media (or a "free press", as it used to be) 
compromised - and our democracy threatened.

Sinclair's decision to air the anti-Kerry documentary 
is clear political pandering by an organization that is 
a significant contributor to the Republican party.  
For Sinclair to claim that this is "news" 
programming, just days before an election, is 
nonsense.  Please bar Sinclair from airing this anti-
Kerry propaganda.  I'm sure it would not be so 
eager to air Michael Moore's "Fahrenheit 9/11" - and 
would probably be a loud voice raised in protest if 
another group of stations or a network were 
broadcasting that over the public airwaves.

Sinclair's actions show why we need to strengthen 
media ownership rules, not weaken them. They 
show why the license renewal process needs to 
involve more than a returned postcard.

Thank you, Alexander Stuart


